

Marine Corps basic training is conducted at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depots in San Diego and on
Parris Island, S.C. All women recruits are trained
on Parris Island. The objectives of basic training,
according to Marine Corps officials, are to "indoc-

Pugil sticks are used to simulate hand-to-hand com-
bat with rifles.

trinate Marine recruits in the fundamentals of
service life and develop discipline, proficiency in
general military subjects, marksmanship, combat
survival swimming, physical fitness, and love of
Corps and country."

Each training cycle is broken down into five
parts:

Processing and forming - includes ad-
ministrative processing, physical screening, swim
testing (recruits must be able to tread water for 10
minutes), rifle issue and classes on military
subjects.

Phase I - an initial strength test, swim training,
physical training, classes on general military sub-
jects, (military law .and history, first aid, etc.), an
inspection, marching training and an overall test
are included in this two-week phase.

Phase II - a two-week dose of marksmanship
training, culminating with the recruit passing an
M-16 qualification test. The test measures the
ability to engage 200-, 300- and 500- meter targets
from prone, kneeling, sitting and standing
positions.

Mess and maintenance - a week during which
the recruits perform odd jobs around the installa-
tion (i.e. cutting grass) or assist in the dining
facilities.

Phase III - includes combat skills training
(Basic Warrior Training), three inspections, com-
prehensive tests in combat skills and marching
and the graduation ceremony. Roughly one month
long, Phase III is the longest portion of basic
training.

Most recruits complete basic training in 56
training days (Sundays, holidays, the processing
and forming, and the mess and maintenance
phases do not count as training days). Recruits
unable to meet minimum physical fitness, swim-
ming, marksmanship or medical (sustaining in-
jury during training) standards are assigned to
special units for remedial training.

enjoy is the concentrated weapons
training. Tossing live hand
grenades, firing grenade and
rocket launchers and learning
about several other weapons are
all a part of BWT. Not so enjoyable
are the pesky sandfleas that in-
habit the Marine Corps Recruit
Depot at Parris Island. The bites of
these critters can make a recruit's
arm look like a relief map.

The Marines also stress drilling,
or marching. "Moving a unit from
point A to point B is still the most
effective way to instill discipline
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and teamwork into the recruits,"
Hernandez said. It works, accord-
ing to Phillips, as by the final drill
test each company is striving to
out-march each other. "When
you're the best, everyone looks up
to you," he said. "That's what our
company wanted. Everybody put
out 100 percent effort so we could
be number one."

The final drill test means basic
training is almost over. It's a time
when the adjustments are few, the
physical demands more predict-
able, Barbosa said. "I wouldn't say

it got easy, but you knew how to
respond, how to act, and how to do
the things that were asked of you."
And then comes graduation day,
when the recruits finally become
Marines. "The second proudest day
of my life, right after graduating
from high school," Phillips said.

"I had told myself I was going to
make it no matter what," Barbosa
said. "If you really believe that,
you'll be okay. It's the people who
give up on themselves that usually
don't make it."

Ooh-rahlO
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